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Chain letters used to be distributed by the United States Post Office but e-mail has enabled them to be distributed much faster.  How fast can chain letters be distributed to everybody in the United States?    When someone wants to start a chain letter, he or she usually creates a prediction of something that will come true as long as you don’t break the chain.  In order to not break the chain, the receiver must send the e-mail to ten friends in twenty-four hours.  On the first day, the creator of the chain letter sends it to ten friends.  On the second day, each of the ten friends would have read the email, and sent it to ten of their friends.  On the second day, already a hundred people will have received the chain letter.  The U.S. population is around 284 million and at this rate, it would only take around eight days for everyone in the U.S. to receive the chain letter.  If the chain letter didn’t stop, on the ninth day everybody in the United States would have sent it to ten of their friends, making everybody in the United States receive the same chain letter ten times.  On the tenth day, everybody would have received so many chain letters it would make it difficult to keep from breaking the chain.  This illustrates, K.C. Cole’s statement in The Universe and the Teacup that, “the wildly popular term sustainable growth is an oxymoron.”(p.25)
Lets not stop there!  The world population is around 6 billion, and if the chain letter were distributed under the same restrictions, it would take only 9 days for everyone in the world to receive it.  On the 15th day, every person in the world would have to send a million e-mails for the chain not to be broken.  This example demonstrates that the notion of chain letters is impossible because no single person can send a million e-mails in a day and therefore the chain will be stopped.

